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FAMILY RELIGION. 


ſhua xxiv. 15. As for me and my houſe 
be woe will ſerve the Lord. 


T)DAMILY religion is of very ancient, 


and no leſs extenſive practice; to be 
traced back as far as the days of our great 


Pagans. in whoſe family the God of 


eaven was worſhipped by facrifice, as is 
pretty evident from the ſpoils of the beaſts 
which they wore, as well as from the ac- 
count we have of the ſeveral offerings-made 
by Cain and Abel. From Adam down to 
Joſhua, it is eaſy to trace it in the ſeed of 
the promiſe ; but to them it was nor con- 
fined; for, however miſled the ancient Pa- 
gans were, in reſpect to the object and 


modes of their worſhip, this practice of 


worſhipping God in families was pretty ge- 
neral amongſt them, as moſt writers of an- 
tiquity do teſtify, Homer, both in his Illi. 
ad and Odyſſey, and Virgit in the Æueid, make 
mention of houſhold Gods held in great ve- 


neration by their contemporaries and prede- 


ceſſors, ſuch, I ſuppoſe, as thoſe which 
Rachael ſtole from her father Laban, and 
after which he made ſuch grievous la- 
mentation“. The retaining of Teraphim 
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4 FAMILY RELIGION. 
images and houſhold gods, ſhews, at leaft, 
that houſhold worſhip was performed by 
the ancient Pagans, and that therefore they 
had more religion than many who call them. 
ſelves Chriſtians. . 8 

But. however moderns may reject the 
practice of worſhipping. God in their fa- 
milies; this good man, this * us of the 
Old Teſtament, reſolves and pubhſhes his 
reſolution, that the Lord ſhould be ſerved 
and worſhipped in his family. After a :e- 
cital of God's benefits to Iſrael, and the 
wonders which his hand had performed in 
their behalf, he reaſons with them upon 
the propriety of ſerving the Lord on one 
hand, and the danger of rejecting his com- 
mandments on the other; may not my rea- 
der and me look back and ſurvey. the benefits 
received from the almighty Governor ? 
| What evils have been averted by his vigi- 
-, lance,” and what deliverances his - ever- 
watchful Providence has wrought for us 
though undeſerving? And on the review 
we ſhall be obliged to ſay, * What hath 
God done? Is this the manner of man, O 
Lord? We may alfa, without ſubjectirg 


* Teſus of the Old Teftament. Such is the import 
of. his name, and ſuch the office to, which he was 
called ; as the leader or Saviour of ancient Iſrael, 
by bringing them into Canaan, and appearing 4 
their head in all cheir enterprizes and conqueſts. 
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FAMILY RELIGION. 5s. 
ourſelves to the charge of legality, bring the 
matter laid before Iſrael home to our- 
ſelves, and aſk, Whether or not we will 
ſerve the Lord? And if we will, whether 
we ſee it our duty, and are inclined to ſerve 
him in our houſes with holy Joſhua ? For my 
own part,. I do not fee how church or con- 
gregational religion can long ſubſiſt, much 
leſs flouriſh, without a due regard being 
paid to family godlineſs. And, indeed, it 
is a rule almoſt .umverſally obſerved, that 
thoſe who neglect the worſhip of God in 
their families, are remiſs in the duties of 
ſocial religion, if not enſlaved by. tempta- 
tion and fin. | 

Amongſt thoſe who are called Chriſtians, 
two ſets of men fall under the cenſure of 
ſcripture. 1. Such who totally neglect 
the ſervice of God in their families. 2. 
Thoſe who do not altogether neglect this 
duty, but are irregular and defective in 
regard to the manner in which it is per- 
formed. DS (nl 

I. Thoſe who totally neglect the worſhip: 
of God in their families, amidſt all their 
pretenſions to higher privileges than others 
enjoyed. If poor Pagatls, from the law 
of nature, conſidered it as their duty to- 
worſhip their ſupreme Creator in their 
houſes ; how culpable muſt they be, Who, 
Having the Bible in their hands, and goſpel 
1M THY ©: vos light 
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6 PAMILT RELIGION. 
light ſhining all around them, neglect to 


worſhip him, whoſe only providence doth £0 
make them houſes, and fix their dwellings ſu1 
in a valley of viſion. L9 fe: 
1. But who in a Chriſtian land do neg- de 
lect. the worſhip of God in their families? Bu 
One would ſuppoſe that there are none bu 
fuch. But common obſervation ſhews us, of 
that the prophane herd. in general live, in of 
this reſpect, without God; call not upon am 
him, except to damn themſelves and inf 
others. Awful prayer! And which, in ſho 
the iſſue, may be anſwered. Many live ſte; 
from day to day, from week to week, from the 
month to month, and even from year to year, wil 
without any manner of prayer and devotion lect 
at all. Others content themſelves with 1 giv 
weekly attendance on public worſhip, with- that 
out ſo much as the ſmalleſt traces of reli- the: 
gion in their families, or regard paid to chil 
God, as the God of the families of Iſrael. the 
2. Many of the ſenſible, polite and ci- dwe 
vil, whoſe external deportment in other 8 
reſpects is lovely, join with the vulgar and und 
prophane herd in lighting the God who thy. 
made them, andclaſs with thoſe-who call not fam; 
upon his venerable name, Theſe are amonęſt alon 
all denominations of people; for both tell 
Churchmen and Diſſenters may be found. divi, 
who live without the fear of God in their Gions 
hearts, and his worſhip in their houſes. the 


3. Some 
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FAMILY RELIGION. 3 


g. Some are yet, if poſſible, more in- 
conſiſtent, and whilſt they profeſs the aſ- 
ſurance of faich, and pretend to have no 
fear of death and futurity, live altogether 
deſtitute of family religion and worſhip. 
But ſuch people, whoever they are, give 
but a very ſhght, if any evidence at all, 
of the excellency of their faith, or even 
of its reality. They ſet a ſhocking. ex 
ample before their children and ſervants, 
inſtead of training them up in the way they 
ſhould go, and are to them deſtroyers, in- 
ſtead of nurſing-fathers, at whoſe hands 
the blood of their uncultivated children 
will be required in judgment. Such neg- 
lecters of family religion and 22 
give all poſſible reaſon for us to believe, 
that their hearts are unſound, and that all 
their religion is meer hypocriſy. I pity the 
children of ſuch ungodly parents. I pity | 
the ſervants, whoſe unhappy lot it is to 
dwell under their roofs. | 
Such heads of families are undoubtedly 
under that awful imprecationꝰ. Pour out 
thy fury upon the heathen, and upon ail the 
families that. call not upon thy name. Ranked 
along with heathens in ſpite of a lofty pro- 
teſſion ; expoſed to the out-pourings of the 
divine fury, notwithſtanding their preten- 
ſions to faith and its aſſurance. To blunt 
the edge of this ſcripture, ſome will tell 


* Jer. x. 25, „ 


s FAMILY RELIGION, 
you, that they call upon God privately, 
and ſo may the other branches of their ta- 
milies; fo that they ought not to be ranked 
along with thoſe who call not on the divine 
name.” But they ought to know, that if 


every individual were at one inſtant of 


time to call on the name of the Lord, ſe- 

ately and apart, it can with no propriety 
be called family worſhip. . A family can. 
not be ſaid to call on the name of the Lord, 
but in its own proper capacity, in the con- 
vention of its members. But a backſliding 
heart will ſhelter itſelf from conviction, 
under any lying refuge whatever, and uſe 
the meaneſt ſubterfuges. 
II. Some there be, who make conſcience 
of the duties of family worſhip, and dare 
by no means give them up; who, not- 
withſtanding, are very defective and irregu- 
lar in the performance and ſpirit of them. 
This defect proceeds from hurry of buſi- 
neſs, or the want of a right plan of houſe- 
hold government, rather than from any par- 
ticular prevalency of an iniquitous or impi- 
ous principle. And if I miſtake not, ariſeth 
chiefly from the following miſconduct. 

1. The deferring of morning prayer, 
till the world has laid hold of the heart, 
and the buſineſs of the day is fairly ſet in. 
What difadvantages this alone is attended 
with, let the man of buſineſs, the man of 

| : conſcience 
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conſcience ſay, for he has experienced it. 
It were well, if before buſineſs is at all be- 
gun, this part of duty were embraced as a 

rivilege, and the divine name were invo- 
ked early in the morning. This would 
prevent its being entirely omitted for the 


day, as ſometimes is the caſe when deterred 
to a later hour. This would give opportu- 


nity to the whole family to aſſemble, which 
cannot afterwards be done, without ene 
croaching upon the hours appointed to 


buſineſs; and we frequently find that one or 
other of the family, in moſt houſes, are 


abſent on that ſolemn occaſion, when late 


and untimely. 


2. Another thing very irregular in fa- 
mily worſhip is, referring it till late at 


night, when the body becomes ſluggiſh 


and ſleepy through the fatigues of the day; 


ſuch a laſfĩtude relaxes the whole frame, 


that the family may be ſaid to come toge- 


ther to yaun, rather than to worſhip. In- 


ſtead of kneeling, they ſtretch themſelves 
to reſt; inſtead of worſhipping God with 
the heart, they are aſleep, or elſe yauning 
out their amens. Maſters are apt to blame 
their ſervants for ſneaking privately to bed 
before family worſhip: is begun, without 
reflecting, that their own diſorder is the 
cauſe. And in my judgment, the labori- 
ous ſervant, who mult be up in the morn- 
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10 FAMILY RELIGION. 


ing to do his maſter's buſmeſs,. is more ex- 
cuſable in going to bed before family wor- 
ſhip is over, than his maſter is in deferring 
it till an unſeaſonable hour. The maſter 
and miſtreſs can indulge themſelves a little 
in the morning, which is not the caſe of 
ſervants; and the calls of nature muſt be 
obeyed. If maſters, therefore, were to 
ſtudy the health, vigour and activity of 
their ſervants, and the diſpatch of their 
own buſineſs, they would ſee their families 
to reſt in an early hour, utterly avoiding 
all late ſuppers and unſeaſonable viſitings. 
How can it be thought that ſervants, having 
been up till twelve or one in the morning, 
can go about their buſineſs next day with 
that vigour and diligence, as if they had 
enjoyed their natural reſt, and been in bed 
by ten over-night. Now, 

III. In order to ſhew the importance and 
neceſſity of family religion, I ſhall point out 
ſome things which are to be aſcribed to 
the want and neglect of it. | 

- 7. The ignorance of children untavght 

and unprineipled, left an eaſy prey to cun- 
ning papiſts, and other miniſters of error, 
who he in wait to deceive and to lead cap- 
tive the unwary mind. And none fo likely 
to become a prey, as the unhappy young 
-ones, who are deſtitute of any ſettled prin- 
ciples. Parents cannot indeed give grace 
| | . [0 
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FAMILY RELIGION. rt 
to their offspring; but by acting a conſiſ- 


n tent part may be of excellent uſe to them, 
g in leading them externally into the way they 
T ſhould go, according to the divine direction. 
le Many parents have had the pleaſure of ſee- 
of ing their endeavours ſucceed to their utmoſt 
de wiſhes; and many children have had reaſon 
to to bleſs God for a religious education, un- 
of der the inſpection of their faithful parents. 
eir 2. Where family religion is totally neg- 
ies lected, or where worſhip is performed in a 
ng ſlight unmeaning manner, children and ſer- 
5. vants are led into a contempt of all reli- 
ing gion, ſeeing no traces of its power in the 


ng, ſpirits and conduct of their ſuperiors. And 
can a worſe thing be done for young ones 
in any l If we ſincerely Du ht 
their final ruin, could we take a more like- 
ly way to effect it; ſeeing children are fo. 
very prone to imitate whatever is vicious 
in their parents? Eſpecially where the pa- 
rent is under a profeſſion of religion, the 
caſe is yet more fatally pernicious ; as the 
young people will be naturally led to con- 
clude, either that the heads of the family 
are hypocrites, or that there is, in reality, 
no weight or importance in religion itſelf. 
3. Church: aſſemblies are diſregarded, 
and * church-encouragement is withheld. 
For the congegration of the faithful in a 
great meaſure, under God, depends for 
: & ſupplies 
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ſupplies upon religious families; which 
families ought to be conſidered as nurſeries 
for her ſpecial growth. But if the young 
plantation is entirely neglected; if the 
children of the godly are not taught to 
walk in the ways of the Lord externally, 


what but deſolation is likely to befal the 


vineyard itſelf? O, what need have parents 
to be conſciencious and circumſpect before 
their children and ſervants? What need to 
reſolve, through divine grace, with Joſhua, 
that we and our houſes will ſerve the Lord, 
that their blood be not required at our 
hands. | a 1 
(Give me leave now, my dear reader, to 
point out ſome things which ſeem to me 
naturally implied in Joſhua's reſolution, all 
of which are requiſite to a godly form of 
houſhold government. 
1. It ſuppoſetk that Joſhua had given, 
or would give, ſound inſtruction to the 
various members of his family. For how 
ſhall they ſerve him of whom they have 
not heard? Him with whoſe will and law 
they are altogether unacquainted? The 
ſervice of God neceflarily implies an ante- 
cedent knowledge of his will. All ſervice 
of the divine Being muſt be according to 
ſome certain rule or ſtandard. We knov 
of 'no rule befides his given word, which 
f n 785348 Päarenis 
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FAMILY RELIGION. 13 
parents and maſters are. commanded to 
- open and expound to their children and 
ſervants. 
It can. never be deemed ſufficient, that 
our children are taught to know our own 
will ; apprentices taught their trades; and 
ſervants their proper buſineſs : after all 
theſe are done, one great leſſon ſtill re- 
mains to be learned, and that is the law- of 
their God. That of Deut. vi. 6, 7. de- 
ſerves the attention of all heads of fami- 
lies z ** Theſe words which I command thee 
this day ſhall be in thine heart, and thou ſhalt 
TEACH them DILIGENTLY unto thy children; 
thou ſhalt talk of them when thou fitteſt in thy 
houſe, when thou walkeſt by the way, and 
when. thou lieſt down, and when thou riſeſt 
up.” What diligence is here required of 
maſters of families ? Conſidered under the 


of their ſeveral houſholds. A ſimilar pre- 
cept 1s given, or rather this is repeated in 
a more conciſe. manner by Paul, the apoſ- 
tle*. Fathers, provoke not your children to 
wrath, but bring them up in the nature and 


ante religion was a duty under the law, it is not 
rice leſs ſo. under the goſpel. To which may 
* be added, that parents and maſters, being 


now under an higher diſpenſation, have 
| „ Epheſ. vi. 4. | 
B 


% 


notion of prieſts and prophets in the midſt 


admonition of the Lord. So that if family 


many - 
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14 FAMILY RELIGION. 
many advantages unknown to the patri- 
archal age; and the truths of God's goſ- 
pel; in a more clear and ample manner, 
chan were ever known tothe Jewiſh church. 
This divine precept was duly regarded 
by the faithful of old, who accordingly 
were.careful and vigilant i in the inſtruction 
of their children and ſervants, as appears 
from that in Pfal. Ixxviii. 2-8. 7 
will open my mouth in parables, I will utter 
dart Jayings of old; which we have heard 
and known, and our fathers have told us. 
Ve will not hide them from our children, 
ſhewing to the generation to come, the praiſes 
the Lord, and bis firength, and bis won- 
erful works that he bath done. For be 
abliſbed a teſtimony in Jacob, and appoint- 
ed a law in Iſrael, which he commanded our 


fathers, that Tuty SHOULD make them 


known to their children. 7 hat the generation 
to come might know them, even the children 
which ſhould be born, ſhould ariſe and declar: 
them unto their children : that they might (:t 
their hope in God, and not forget the works f 
God, "but keep his commandments.” Such 
was the conduct of the Jewiſh fathers; 
how much more ought it to be the ſtudy 
of Chriſtians, who are bleſſed with ſuch 
ſuperior advantages. 

David, notwithſtanding his foreign wars, 


and the ee affairs of government 
which 
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i- which lay heavy upon him, neglected not 
. this part of parental duty, as appears from 
Tr, Solomon's teſtimony . Hear ye children 
h. the inſtruction of a father; and attend to 
ed know underſtanding. For I give you good 
ly dofirine, forſake not you my law. For 1 was 
on my fatber*s ſon, tender and only beloved in be 
ars fight of my mother. He taught me alſo, and 
I | ſaid unto me, let thine heart retain my words, 
ter keep my commandments and live, Get wif- 
rd dom, $4 underſtanding : forget it not, nei- 
Us, ther decline from the words of my mouth.” 
en, So Davip taught Solomon his fon, who, 
/es by his ſubſequent conduct, evidently ſhew- 
on- ed that inſtruction, had not been admini- 
he ſtred to him in vain; for, according to 
11. the advice of his holy parent, his whole 
our heart was ſet upon getting wiſdom and un- 
"em derſtanding. Eunice, mother of Timothy, 
ion is highly honoured by the apoſtolic pen, 
ren which records her aſſiduity in teaching lier 
are Jon, eyen from a child, the knowledge of 
[et : the ſcriptures +, But alas! the IgHoTance 
5 of of many of our children, betray the care- 
ach leſſneſs, and manifeſt the diſhonour of 
Fs; .the parents. Thus ir appears, that when 
ady Joſhua reſolves to ſerve the Lord with his 
uch houſe, that he alſo reſolves to inſtruct his 
| bouſhold in the knowledge of his will 
ars, hom they ſerve. - A 
A + ® Prov, iv. 1—5. + 2 Tim. iii. 15, 
ich | "03 2, Thing 


16 FAMILY RELIGION. 
2. Thing implied in this reſolution is, 
a purpoſe properly to exert parental au- 
thority in his family, as under God its 
immediate governor. He who reſolves 
to ſerve the Lord with his houſe, mult firſt 
determine to command his family. Hence 
it is required of a biſhop or paſtor of a 
church, that he ſhould ** *® ell rule his ot 
_ beuſe, having his children in ſubjefiion with 
all gravity.” And if indiſpenſibly neceſ- 
- tary to that important office, it muſt cer- 
tainly be very proper to all maſters of 
families whatever. A man muſt look ex- 
ceedingly mean and contemptible, who has 
not authority ſufficient in his own family, 
to command all their attendance upon the 
_ worſhip of God. Though a parent can- 
not give grace to his children, nor a maſ- 
ter to his ſervant, he may with propriety 


and juſtice inſiſt on their preſence and de- 


cent deportment in the worſhip of God. 
When the maſter of a family quits the 
reins of domeſtic diſcipline, he introduceth 
the moſt fatal diſorders into his houſhold, 
and becomes acceſſary to the ruin of his 
children and dependants. The houſe of 
Els ſeems to be hung up, as a flag of 
warning to all future parents, to- caution 
them againſt looſing the reins of houſhol1 
government. His ſons made themſetve: 
* Tiw, iii. 4. 
IL vile 
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vile, and be reſtrained them not; on which 


. 1ojourned under Abraham's roof, gave the 
„moſt illoſtrious proof of his unfeigned 
ſanctity and fidelity, on his embaſſy to Me- 
fopetamia. So true is it, that he who from 
. a Child bringeth up a ſervant as he ought 
to do, ſhall have him for a ſon at laſt. 
Three things are to be obſerved, re- 
ſpecting domeſtic diſcipline, as indiſpenſi- 
r | 
1. It ſhould be begun early; for it is 
more eaſy to bend the young and tender 
ſaplin, than the ſturdy and inflexible oak. 
. Seemingly appolite to my preſent purpoſe, 


'1 I would preſent my-reader with a quotation 


from a very great maſter of this ſubject . 
The great miſtake I have obſerved in 

1 Sam. iii, + Gen, xviii, 19. f Locke on 
| Education, pag. 33, 34+ edit. 9. Flr 
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the parents think they may ſafe enough 
„ indulge their little irregularities, © and 


_«© perverſeneſs, which they think well 
enough becomes that innocent age.” 


* calls for, and do what he pleaſes. Thus 


Waters, although they themſelves have 


children are grown up, and theſe ill 


* 


peoples breeding of their children, has 
„ been, that care has not been taken in 
due ſeaſon, to make the mind obedient 


to diſcipline, and pliant to reaſon, when 


« at firſt it was moſt tender, and moſt eaſy 
to be bowed. Parents being wiſely or- 


dained by nature to love their children, 
are very apt, if reaſon watch not that 


* natural affection very warily, to let it run 
into fondneſs, They love their little 
ones, and it is their dry but they of- 
« ten, with them, cheriſh their faults too. 
They muſt not be: crofſed forſooth ; 
* they mult be permitted to have their 
Wills in all things: and by being in 
« their infancy, not capable of great vices, 


make themſelves ſport with their pretty 


«« 'The fondling muſt be taught to ſtrike 
«and call names, muſt have what he 


« parents, by hunmiotffing and cockering 
„ them when ittle, corrupt and viciate 
« the principles of their children; and 
wonder nt to taſte the bitter 


« poiſoned the fourkin. For when their 


« habits 


— 
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habits along with them; when they are 
now too big to be dandled, and their 
parents can no longer make uſe of 'them 
as play-things ; then they complain that 
the brats are untoward and perverfe 
then they are offended to ſee them wil- 
ful, and are troubled with thoſe ill hu- 
mours which they themſelves infufed 
and fomented in them; and then, per- 


haps, too late, would be glad to get out 


thoſe weeds which their own hands have 
planted, and which now have taken too 
deep root to be eaſily extirpated.” 


„For he that has been ufed to have his 


cc 


40 


« 


will in every thing, whilſt he was in 
petticoats, Why ſhould we think it 
ſtrange that he ſhould deſire it, and 


contend for it ſtill when he is in breeches. 


Indeed, as he grows towards a man, 
age ſhews his faults the more; ſo that 
there be few parents then, ſo blind, as 
not to fee them; few ſo inſenſihle as 
not to feel the ill effects of their own 
indulgence. He had the will of His 


maid before he could ſpeak or go; he 


had the maſtery of his parents ever ſince 
he could prattle; and why not now he 
is ſtronger and wiſer than he was then, 


why now of a ſudden muſt he be re- 


ſtrained and curbed. Why muſt he, at 
leven, fourteen, or twenty. years Pr 
e cc 
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4 Joſe the privilege, which the parents 
<<. indulgence till chen ſo. largely allowed 


„% him? Try it on a dog, an horſe, or 


„, any other creature, and ſee. Whether the 
4.1} and ruſty. tricks they have learned 
„ when" young, are ecaſy to be, mended 
„% hen they are knit? And yet none of 
„ thoſe creatures are half ſo wilful and 
4 proud, or half ſo defirous to be maſters 
of themſelves and others as man.“ | 
.-Continves.+this ; very ſenſible author, 
page 44. Thoſe that intend ever to go. 
« yern their children, ſhould begin it 
„hen they are very little, — . that 
they perfectly comply with their pa- 
rents Hill, Would you have your ſon 
* bedient to you when paſt a child? Be 


2 * ſure then to eſtabliſn the authority of a 
« parent as ſoon as he is capable of ſub- 


+-*; miſſion, and can underſtand in -whoſe 
* power he is. If you would have him 
tand in awe of you, imprint it in his 
-<, infancy z and as he approaches more to a 

2 man, admit him into nearer familiarny 

„ with you. So. ſhall you have him your 

1 + obedient ſubject. whilſt a child, and 

your affectionate friend when he is a 

. man. Methinks they mightily miſplace 


the treatment due to children, who are 


* indulgent and familiar when they are 


85 n but n to — and * 
| | 4. cm 


« you were dead.” 
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« them at a diſtance when they are grown 
6 up. 
as Sd to children, Their want of judg- 
« ment makes them ſtand in need of re- 
e ſtraint and diſcipline. And on the con- 
„ trary, imperiouſneſs and ſeverity is but 
% an ill way of treating them when r 
« up, and have reaſon of their &wn to 
„guide them. Parents ſhould avoid this, 
s unleſs you have a mind to make your 
« children weary of you, and ſecretly to 
« ſay within themſelves, Father, I wiſh 

It is the opinion of ſome, and I could 
almoſt fide with them, that if a child does 


not learn ſubmiſſion before he is two years v 


of age, it is much if he ever learns it at 
all; therefore, as Mr. Locke obſerves, he 
that would govern his children at all, muſt 


begin with the earlieſt dawn of reaſon. 


2. Diſcipline ſhould be conſtantly main- 


rained without relazation, as well as be be- 


gun by times. Notwithſtanding David 
well knew this part of paternal duty, it is 
clear to a demonſtration, that his family 


ſuffered by his frequently being abſent in 


foreign wars; which, I doubt not, was 
one principal cauſe of the diſorders he 
complains of on his death-bed. There 
ſhould not, at any time, be the leaſt abate- 
ment of the parents authority on one hand, 

nor 


Liberty and indulgence can do no 
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nor of the child's. obedience and ſubmil- 
ſion on the other. In the duties of family 
religion there ought to be no interruption. 
Nothing whatever ought to be ſuffered to 
break in upon thoſe ſacred moments, or to 
turn aſide the duty. As the leaſt neglect 
on the part of the parent, leſſens the im- 
portance of the thing itſelf in the eſtima- 
tion of the child. Children reaſon upon, 
and Gàw. concluſions from the conduct of 
their parents, much ſooner, and more ſtri- 


king than moſt parents are aware of. I 


knew a man, then in a ſtate of widow- 
hood, who received one 0 the moſt ſevere 


reproofs he ever met with, from an infant 
of three yeats old. Family prayer had 


been, by jome means, neglected on a cer- 
tain morni oy the little child was, as it 
were, out of his element all the morning ; 

fuzzled about. the knee of, his father, as if 
he had ſomething to ſay, that he was afraid 
to utter. At laſt, when the family were 


going to ſit down, to dinner, this little re- 


| Hog leaping, on his, parent's knee, fetch- 
ed a ſigh, and ſaid, Pa—you were uſed 


von g to prayer a us z But you did not to 
day.. No, my dear, ſaid the parent, | 


did not.“ 0 papa, you ought ; v 

. the father had 
not a word to — — and this infant mini- 
ſter's rebuke, was as home, and as 15 
. tua 
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tual,” as if it had been adminiſtred by the 
moſt reſpectable prelate in the land; and 


4 


it may be added, I truſt, had as perma- 


nent an influence. i es 
3. A proper medium between the over 


fond and doting parent on one hand, and 


the tyrannical governor on the other, ought 
to be obſerved” As over fondneſs and 


indulgence, - have a very baleful influ- 


ence upon the morals of young ones, 
ſo in like manner tyranny and ſeverity 
have theit peculiar evils cleaving to them. 
The lazy, the ſhort and ready way of the 
tyrant to procure ſubjection in his children 
and dependants, by the whip, rod, cane, 
and ferula, may procure the ſubjection of 
a ſlave, but has not the leaſt tendency to 
conquer the vicious propenſities of young 


ones. It is poſſible to make even play it- 


felf diſagreeable to young ones, and it foon 
would be fo, if every miſtake they made 
was to be puniſhed with a rod; hence it 


follows, that an undeſigned miſtake, made 


by young ones, or any little unhappy ac- 
cident falling out in their hands, ſhould 


not even be reproved; or meet with ſo 


much as a chiding. The deſign and fpirir 


of their conduct are the objects of our 


proper regard, and when theſe are right, 
the conduct itſelf, however faulty, muſt 
be paſſed-by. Reproof and correction for 
what was quite involuntary, and perhaps 

| . unavoidable, 


* 
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unavoidable, muſt produce a timorous de- 
jection and incapacity for buſineſs. Be- 

| ſides, giving too much opportunity to the 
child, to ſee that the parent in inflicting 
of puniſhment, is not guided by reaſon 
but by paſſion; and that it was not fo 
much the good of the child that was aimed 
at, as to give {cope to revenge and bound - 

leſs anger, ſo unbecoming the parent. For 
this reaſon a parent ought never to correct 
a child, but when he has the moſt perfect 
command of himſelf z nor ſhould the leaſt 
degree of anger ever be diſcovered, or in- 
deed, be felt on the occaſion; for if the 
child has but the notion that you only vend 
your own anger inſtead of . ſeeking his 
good, your whipping labour is altogether 
loſt; and he is hardened inſtead of being 

- reformed. F 
The Scylla of over fondneſs, and the 
Charibais of ſeverity and tyranny, are equal- 

ly to be guarded againſt, as equally dan- 

. gerous to the principles of young ones. 

he tyrant may gain 5 from his depen- 
dants, but unhappily their hatred of him 
ariſes in an equal proportion to their fear. 
This is what a wiſe man would wiſh by all 
means poſſible to avoid; and indeed for a 
parent to render himſelf the object of his 
childrens hatred, is ſomething extremely 
ſhocking. On the other hand, that parent 


or 
W 
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or-maſter-who lays aſide his authority, and 
cealeth to rule in his own proper depart- 
ment, becomes the object of juſt con- 


tempt, It is as much the duty of the pa - 
rent co command, as it is the duty of the 


child to obey; and ſo cloſely is the mutual 
happineſs of each linked, with their acting 
properly in their different departments, 
that it is not to be expected, but in an ex- 
ertion of themſelves in parental authority 
on one hand, and in filial ſubmiſſion on 


the other. Happy is that parent who is 
feared becauſe he is beloved, obeyed chear - 


fully, becauſe of the equity and reaſonable- 
neſs of his commands. Happy is he who 
has attained Bathſh:bah's addreſs in tutor- 
ing her ſon Solomon“. What my ſon ! 
Aud what the ſon of my womb! And 


what the ſon of my vows! Give not iy 
firength unto women, nor thy ways to that 


which aeftroyeth kings. It is not for kings, 
O Lemuel! It is not for kings to drink wine, 
nor for princes ſtrong drink. Here. to give 
force to her injunction, ſhe, gives a full 
ſcope to maternal tenderneſs, and addreſ- 


ſeth her ſon as if part of herſelf. And in- 


deed it appears not that the rod and re- 
proof are likely to give wiſdom, unleſs 


manifeſtly influenced by the bowels of pa- 


rental affection. 


* Prov. xxxi. 2—5. 


— 
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3. Jus reſolution it ſeems implied, 
that he was not only the prince of his fa- 
mily, in a way of authoritative command, 


but their pattern, by Way of example; 
for he puts himfelf at the head of his 
houſe in the worſhip and ſervice of his God. 


As for ni ind 'my houſe, u will rut the 
Loyd, Preceptive authority is utterly uſe. | 
_ tefs, and in ſome eaſes even Hurtful, if not 


enforced by conſiſtent example. If other- 
wiſe, how readily will our dependants te- 
tort Upon us, Phyſician beal thyfeif.” 
bos that terobeft others, teaches thou not 
ue ? Thik tba prtarbbeſt a man ſhould 
not Mal, duſt thin teal? Thin that ſayeſt a 
nan ſcould not commit adidiery, doſt thou 


 tOthmit adultery ? Thou that abhorreft idols, 
no thut commit ſacrilege? Thou that ma- 


tft y Bot of ibe law, by breaking He law 
difomureft thin God ? And how prepoſte- 
#0083? How abſurd muſt our admonition 
appear, when this is the eaſe ? It is ſome- 
thing like unto a drunken man febuking 
Prephane ſwearing. | 
Parents, and maſters of families in ge- 
neral, have need to refolve with that 2 
vaiit of God, Palin ei. 2. 7 461] behave 
*y/elf wiſth in a pirfe why; O when will 
Won come umb me (to enable the ſo to do.) 
1 will walk within my houſe with à per feli 
heart. I will ſet nd wicked thing before mint 
| ges; 


moreover, gifts are like the talents of a 
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ches; I bate, the work of them that turn 


aſide; it ſhall not cleave to me. A fro- 


ward heart ſhall depart from ms (leſt it ſhould 
corrupt my houſhold.) 7 will not kuow a 
wicked per/on (for fear he ſhould be a 


ſnare to me.) 
Command, inſtruction, and even the 


rod itſelf will all be in vain, without a 
ſuitable example. Abraham commanded 
his houſe, but he led it alſo by holy 
example. Abraham will "i may his 


hovle after him, to walk in his ways, or 


to follow his example. How inconſiſtent 
wopld it be for you to command your 
children to worfhip God, if you yourſelf 
did not lead them in the way. To tell 


your hitle ones that they muſt pray to 
God, whilſt you leave them in the dark 


about whether you yourſelf do actually 
pray; or what is the ſame thing, never 


Pray with them. For if you never pray v4 


with your children, they can have no cer- 
tain proof. of your praying for them. 
Meanneſs of your abilities is but a ſorry 
excuſe for this ' neglect, for children are 
very incompetent judges of them; and 


tradeſman, which grow by being uſed. 
Now -thoſe who will il negle& the 


worſhip of God in their houſes, and will 
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live without family religion,” may indeed 


number themſelves amongft the Redeem- 


er's proper, flatter themſelves in a“ baſe- 
leſs hope, and conſider themſelves as ſepa- 
rated from the world; but the ſcriptures 


rank them along with the heathen, and 


denounce vengeance againſt them. Aw- 
ful it is to feed upon the tranſient hope of 
the hypocrite, Awful to cry to our own 
fouls, peace, peace, when in reality the 
heart is at war with the God of the fami- 
lies of Iſrael. On the other hand, you 
who, notwithſtanding your many and 
ay diſcouragements, dare not depart 
rom Joſhua's reſolution; you who, altho' 
frequently humbled: under a ſenſe of its 
imperfections, dare not diſuſe the worſhip 
of God in your families; mean and con- 
temptible as you conſider yourſelves, the 
ſcripture ſets you in a very reſpectable point 
of view. The holy Bible ranks you with 
Daniel, with Moſes and Joſhua ;, with Ja- 
cob and Noah, with Enoch, and with 
Abraham the friend of God; yea, with all 
who, from the beginning, have walked 


with him in righteouſneſs and true holi- 


neſs, Ye tread in the footſteps of thoſe, 
who through faith and patience now inhe- 
rit the promiſed bleſſing. 

© ® Boſehfi, without foundation. - 


Permit 


ut 
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Permit me now, in drawing towards a 
concluſion, to addreſs myſelf to children 
and ſervants. Conſider my young friends, 
that ye, notwithſtanding your green and 
tender years, are the ſuhjects of reaſona- 
ble and never - dying ſouls. Souls that 
muſt for ever exiſt in a ſtate unſpeakably 
happy and glorious, or inconceiveably 
wretched and miſerable. Ye are account- 
able beings, and mult be judged accord- 
EETIES doads dane in the bady; he 
they good or evil, Yes, my young reader, 
you muſt ftand at the judgment-ſeat of 
Chrift, undergo the ſtrict ſcrutiny of infi- 
nite holineſs, and receive your doom from 


him, who cannot connive at iniquity. 
How dreadful will your caſe be then, if 


not found at the right hand of the judge ? 


I wc pro oc T7 


When riſing from the bed of death, 
O'erwhelm'd with guilt and fear ; 

You view your Maker face to face, 
O how will you appear? 


How indeed ! ſhall you face an | offended 
God. How will ye be able to endure the 
| 95 — of a flighted and contemned Re- 

emer? How will ye bear that dreadful 
Irrevacable ſentence, & depart from me 


» — &c?” How will ye dwell with 
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everlaſting flames? How can you endure 
unquenchable burnings ? Yet theſe things 
muſt beexperienced by all whoare ſtrangers 
to the grace of Jeſus : by all who die in 
a ſtate of unbelief and impenitence. It is 
good, therefore, that you remember your 
Creator in the days of your youth; and 
that by times you enquire after the good 
old way, the only way of ſalvation. 
You may very probably be impatient un- 
der the ſtrictneſs of family government, 
and be offended with parental reproof; 
you may conclude that your parents give 
themſelves more trouble about you than 
is neceſſary. But let me intreat you a 
little to conſider the obligations they are 
| under, and you will ſee that they dare not 
| do otherwile than reſtrain you from evil, 
and ſet before you life and immortality, 
with all its charming attractions, on one 
hand, and death, with all its gloomy hor- 
rors, on the other. | | 
Your. parents are particularly entruſted 
by. Providence with your education: and 
God hath made it their duty to train you 
up in his nurture and admonition. When 
you were born into the world, God ſaid 
unto your parents, Take theſe chilaren, 
and nurſe them up for me; and at your hands 
ill T require them; therefore, if they warn 
you not againſt evil; if they reproye you 
SES | | | not 
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not for, and do what they can to reſtrain 
you from ſin; yea, if they correct you not 
for your ſtubbornneſs and wilful rebellion, 


they partake of your fin, and become ac- 


ceſſary to your deſtruction. The ſpring 


of that awful ruin which God brought 


upon the houſe of El, was, bis ſons 
made themſelves vile, and be reſtrained them 
not. Happy for him and his family had 
it been, if he had maintained the authority 
of a father over his children, and exerted 
himſelf as the governor in his family. 

It is very reaſonable to n that 


your parents and maſters may know more 


of the vanities and ſnares of this world 
than you do, and that therefore your con- 
duct ſhould be in a great meaſure directed 
by their diſcretion. Indeed nothing diſ- 


covers the maturity of filial wiſdom more, 


than a readineſs in the child to ſubmit to 
the knowledge and authority of the parent. 
Moreover, God has been pleaſed to fele& 
from all - mankind, your parents, as your 
proper tutors and governors z and conſe- 
quently, ſo far as their advice or com- 
mands are agreeable with the ſcripture, 
to reject them is the ſame as to reject God 
himſelf, - Let the children of religious pa- 
xents conſider the goodneſs of God to 


them, in placing them under the direction 


and government of parents who really ſeek 


* — — 
— — — — 


22 FAMILY RELIGION. 
their everlaſting welfare; whoſe daily care 
is to bring them to the throne of grace, 
and ſolicit covenant. bleflings for them. 
To fee an Jſbmael brought up in the houſe 
of Abraham, deſpiſing godlineſs; an 
Eſau educated by Iſaac, contemning cove- 
nant bleſſings, hath ſomething more ſhock- 
ing in its appearance, than any thing in 
the rebellion of others. Let every young 
reader conſider, that if a religious: godly 
education is not bleſſed to your converſion 
and reformation, it cannot fail of making 
you more the children of Satan than you 
could have been without it; of enn. 
ting your guilt, and procuring for you 
more intolerable dungeons in the regions 
of the damned. But if your parents are 
happily made the inſtruments of your con- 

5 if they are honoured with train- 
ing you up for God; with what rapturous 
pleaſure, With what extatic Joy will you 
meet them” at the coming of the Lord, 
Then will you bleſs God for a religious 
education, and that he graciouſly put you 
under the care of thoſe that feared his 
name. Wich what unſpeakable, - tranſ- 
porting delight will they and you ſpend a 
25 — wa 3 * — is 
fulneſs of incomprehenſible beatitude, and 
inexpreſſible pleature for ever more ? 


Bear 
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4 Bear with me, my reader, whilſt I ad- 
4 dreſs myſelf to ſuch members of goſpel 
ſe churches, if any ſuch there be, who neg- 
Mn le& the worſhip of God in their families, 
© and who may therefore very properly be 
* ſaid to live without God in the world. 
1 Your neglect. of a practice ſo commenda- 

ble is diſhonouring to your Maker, and 


U injurious to yourſelves and families. You 
d appear, indeed, in the congregation of 
5 -4 * O 


* worſhippers on the ſolemn day, and aſ- 
— ſume the appearance of Chriſtians; but 
1 alas ! there is nothing in the family which 
* diſtinguiſheth it from that of the mereſt 
3 Pagan. The heads of the family have no 
his communion at the throne of grace, the 
ny ſervants have no example of piety ſet be- 
- af fore them, the children are not trained u 
* in the way they ſhould go; they are leit 
5 unprincipled, the ready prey of darkneſs 
5 d, and error. Awful caſe! if found in the 
* family of a profeſſor of religion. 

5 You will perhaps alledge your baſhful- 
15 neſs and want of courage in excuſe for 
Av] your neglect. But this is in the higheſt 
1 degree abſurd and prepoſterous. Is it a 
* ame for a needy ſinner to bow the knee 
* to the Father of ſpirits? A ſhame for the 


periſhing beggar to ſolicit an ams? This 


betrays an heart turned aſide from God 400 
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thame is unwarrantable and impious; it. 
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A b 

the creature; as it is not the divine pre- '$ 
| lence of which you are aſhamed, but the * 
preſence of your fellow mortals. Were 

it the divine preſence of which you were Di 

aſhamed, you would bluſh in private the * 

ſame as in public; and this very ſhame 

would iſſue in your enlargement, rather 2. 
than in your embarraſſment. Your buſi- Pries 


neſs in prayer is folely with that God who | 
ſearches the heart of man; with that God | 1 
who is the judge of all; conſequently your L. L. 
fear of your fellow creatures is impious in He 
his ſight. It is the heart that God requires, 
and where the heart is lifted up unto him, 4. 
you may be very eaſy with regard to the Devi 
manner in which you expreſs yourſelves, as 

it is not the labour of the lips, but the lan- 5. 
guage of the heart that meets with divine 6. 
acceptance. In a word, no excuſe what- 
ever, no not even conſcious guilt upon 
the heart, will juſtify this ſinful neglect of 
family religion, May that God, who 
worthy to be praiſed in all the families of 
his people, enable my reader and me to 
reſolve with holy Joſhua, that we and our 
houſes will ſerve the Lord, 


F I. N 1-4 
P. S. The author frankly acknowledgeth 
that he is indebted to former writers, for 
ſome of the foregoing remarks: on this 
important ſubject, 
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